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Plato philosophy
Introduction
This paper explores the life of one of the greatest Greek Philosophers called Plato. The text provides a short biography of Plato and explores one of his prominent philosophies on ethics, virtue-based ethics. The article agrees with his philosophy of virtue ethics, stating that this theory is vital in promoting morality in society. 

Biography
Plato was one of the greatest Greek philosophers and thinkers during the classical period in Ancient Greece. Born in 428/427 BCE in Athens, Plato founded the Platonist school of thought, which was the first institution of higher learning in the western world. He was the father of western philosophy alongside his father, Socrates, and his student Aristotle (Devettere, 2002). He was an intellectual figure, with many of his teachings being adopted across the world for many years, even today. He is also one of the founders of western religion and spirituality, as well as the western political philosophy. Plato, the son of Ariston, is believed to have been from an aristocratic family. He is known for establishing one of the oldest schools in western civilization, especially Plato's Academy, where his student, Aristotle, studied. He has contributed to many fields, including mathematics, mythology, politics, ethics, metaphysics, art, and poetry, where he has a rich legacy. Plato died in 348/347 BCE. He is celebrated as one of the greatest intellectuals, whose teachings and ideas continue to be used today (Berges, 2009). 
Plato’s philosophy of virtue ethics
Plato is believed to be the founder of virtue-based eudemonistic ethics, which was later adopted and advanced by his student, Aristotle. According to Devettere (2002), Plato maintained a virtue-based eudemonistic conception of ethics, which states that eudemonia (happiness) is the highest aim of moral conduct. He also believed that virtues are requisite dispositions for correct ethical behavior. Plato maintained that human beings should have virtues that would help them to behave and act ethically. According to Plato, virtues are good habits of character. They are excellent traits of moral character. A virtue is a disposition of doing well to others (Price, 2011). Plato identified four virtues in particular, which he called cardinal virtues. These are wisdom, courage, temperament, and justice. Such virtues are essential because they help a person to behave in an ethical manner. Once individuals have acquired such virtues, they will habitually act in an ethical manner (Price, 2011). Such virtues enable us to act according to the highest potential of our character. Plato focused more on human character rather than deontology or teleontology. 
My take on Plato’s virtue-based ethics
I agree with Plato’s virtue-based ethics theory because it contributes to morality in society today. I believe that virtue ethics contributes to moral actions in society by captivating good behaviors. People learn to cultivate virtues that make them live peacefully with one another. Plato’s account teaches us to be kind, courageous, truthful, justice, and to have self-control, which all contribute to harmonious and peaceful relations. It also teaches us to shun vices. Plato has taught us to develop vital virtues that help us to behave ethically. People who lack such indispensable virtues are bound to behave unethically. I concur with Plato that virtues habitually make a person behave and act in the right manner. For example, a person who possesses the virtue of justice is bound to be fair and impartial, which is a desirable activity in society. The same case applies to other people with virtues of courage and temperance. Therefore, I agree with Plato that virtues contribute to morality in society.
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